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A Letter From The Editor 


Hey Beat Besties! 


So excited to start off on such a sweet note for 

my first issue as The Beat’s new Editor-in-Chief! 

I’m grateful for the opportunity and pumped to be 
bringing some treats to the Boston community. 


Cookies and cakes have always been an important 
part of my life! Some of my best memories are con- 
nected to baking cookies with my Grammy or cel- 
ebrating birthdays with my family in front of a 
homemade cake. Through the making of this October 
edition others have expressed the same connections 
I have to the world desserts and snacks. 


As we transition into fall, ice cream scoops are 
traded in for Pillsbury Halloween sugar cookies 
and everything becomes pumpkin. Menus and homes 
are scattered with breads, pies, and lattes all 
decorated and flavored with fall themes. Halloween 
candy soon will be filling up buckets and pillow- 
cases in neighborhoods near you as the leaves turn 
a vibrant range of warm colors. Sweets and treats 
are essential to creating the perfect autumn envi- 
ronment. 


Our Beat team is sending spooky 
vibes to all our readers and 
wishing everyone an early Happy 
Halloween! 


<3 Grace Lumley 


Sweet Tooth by Maya Hawke 
Remember When by Faye Webster 
Sweet as Pie by Dua Lipa & Megan Thee Stallion 
Chocolate by The 1975 
Line My Casket with Cannoli by Dwayne Haggins 
Cherry Jerry Citrus by Hey Cowboy! 
Cola by Lana Del Ray 
Cake By The Ocean by DNCE 
Candy Floss by Wilco 
Sweet Nothing by Taylor Swift 
Sweet Tooth by Cave-town 
My Love Mine All Mine by Mitski 
There She Goes by Sixpence None The Richer 
Sweet Thing by The Waterboys 
Ice Cream Sunday by Inhaler 
Candyfloss by Alfie Templeman 
Sweet Dreams TN by The Last Shadow Puppets 
Sugar Town by Nancy Sinatra 
Sweet Emotion by Aerosmith 
Apple cider by Beabadoobee 
Cherry Wine by grentperez 
Sugar by Maroon 5 
Lollipop by The Chordettes 
Sucker by The Jonas Brothes 
Milkshake by Kelis 
Sugar Sugar by The Archies 
I Want Candy by Bow Wow Wow 
Pour Some Sugar On Me by Def Leppard 
Ice Cream by BLACKPINK (ft. Selena Gomez) 


October Events 


Sunday Monday Tuesday 


1. 2 or 
Scowl - Louie Bello Field Medic w/ 
Brighton - Rockwood |Olivia Barton 
Music Hall Music Hall Sinclair Music 


@7pm @7pm Hall @8pm 


8. Johnny 9+ Devendra |19: Dwayne 
Goth - Middle | Banhart - The |4agsins Band - 
East-Upstairs | Sinclair Music| Boston Common 
Uncommon 
@6pm Hall @8pm Stage” @5pm 
153 16. LT 
Queen + Adam Sexyy Red - |The Chats with 
Lambert - The | Paradise Rock |Special guests 
Rhapsody Tour - Club - Paradise Rock 


TD Garden @8pm @7pm Club @6pm 
Des 235% 24. 


The Brook and |pDamien Escobar a rae 
The Bluff - - City Winery ower - 
@7 : 30pm Hall @7pm 


29°. 30. 31. 
Joji - 

TD Garden 
@7 : 38pm 


Victoria Monet} The Femmes - 
- Royale Boston} Boston Common 

@8pm “Uncommon 
Stage” @6pm 


Wednesday 


4. RAYE - 
Citizens 
House of 

Blues 


Boston @8pm 
11. 


Maisie 
Peters - 
Roadrunner 


@8pm 


18. 
Todrick 
Hall - The 


Wilbur @8pm 


25% 
Slayyyter 
w/ Miss 
Madeline 
- Boston 


Royale @8pm 


Calender 


Thursday Friday Saturday 


5. Yves 6. MIYA Fs 
Tumor - FOLICK - [Petras - MGM 
Roadrunner Brighton | Music Hall 
@8pm Music Hall | at Fenway 


@7pm @8pm 


125 13. 14. 


Two Lanes - Emo Nite |The Walkmen 


Sonia @8pm 


19 .Genesis 
Owusu - | Jordana w/ |Halloween Kick off 
Sinclair Dev Lemons |cover Extravaganza 
Music Hall | ~ Brighton | 1 - once at The 
Music Hall |center For Arts at 
@8 pm The Armory @7pm 


26% 27. Aidan |28. 


Walter Sickert &] Bissett - 


The Army of Brighton 
Broken Toys - 


Boston Museum of | MUSIC Hall 
Science @7:30pm 


Renne Rapp 


Bandcamp Review of 
Vanilla’s Sweet Talk 


After weeks of forgetting to look for a good album 

to review on Bandcamp, I discovered the album “Sweet 
Talk” by Vanilla. If I’m being honest I just started 
looking up keywords like “sweet” and “cake” and queued 
up a bunch of songs that had those words in it. 


Vanilla’s music is inspired by both 
J. Dilla and Nujabes, who are known 
for sampling and experimenting with 
old and new beats. This album in 
specific experiments mainly with in- 
strumentals and can be described as 
soulful, upbeat, and complex. My 
favorites from this album are “Sweet 
Talk”, “Falling In Love Again”, and 
“Don’t Matter.” These songs feature 
many different aspects that all 
blend together to create a smooth 
listening experience. Think 70’s 

or 8@’s groovy beats mixed with 
newer instrumentals to make cool 
experimental hip-hoppy jazz. If 

you need something to pump you 

up, something to put you ina 
slightly better mood, or if you 
just want to listen to something 
new, I highly recommend putting this album 

on. Maybe the next time you’re picnicking with some 
friends, doing some fall-related activity, or just 
chilling in your room. 


As someone who never listens to an album in full, I’ve 
listened to nearly all the songs in this one, so that 
says something. 

<3 Serenity Lai 


Enjoy This Treat! 


Down: Across: 
1. Stir up your batter with 4. You can put on “6 across” 
this for extra color!! 
2. Bee vomit 6. Essential for a heat wave 
3. Confectionary product 7. Homer Simpson’s favorite 
that has a debate on how food 


you pronounce it 
8. Essential baking ingredi- 
5. Great ___ Bake Of f ent 


<3 Shanzah Rafiqi & Serenity Lai 


Ghirardelli’s Classic 


There’s nothing better than a warm cookie fresh out 
of the oven on a crisp fall day. Sitting and wait- 
ing for those endless 9-11 minutes as your kitchen 
fills with the smells of fresh baked goods all pays 
off when you take that first bite of crispy cookie 
and gooey chocolate. My favorite cookie will always 
be this recipe of chocolate chip cookies from Ghi- 
rardelli. It’s printed right on the bag, and has 
never once failed me. My mom, a pastry chef, has 
sworn by this recipe for as long as I can remember. 
I hope you can all cozy up with this recipe this 
month! 


P.S. If you don’t have a mixer, you can hand mix this 
recipe, just make sure your butter is very soft. Call 
over some friends to help you mix! 


INGREDIENTS: 


1 cup Butter, softened 
3/4 cup Sugar 

3/4 cup Brown sugar, 
packedv 

2 Eggs, large 

2 teaspoons Vanilla 

1 2 1/4 cups Flour, un- 
sifted 

1 teaspoon Baking soda 
1/2 teaspoon Salt 

2 cups Ghirardelli Bittersweet 60% Cacao Baking 
Chips 

Optional: Flaky Sea Salt 


<3 Sophia Herbert 


Chocolate Chip Cookies 


1. Heat oven to 3752F. 


2. Stir flour with baking soda and salt; set 
aside. 


3. In a large mixing bowl, beat butter with 
Sugar, and brown sugar at medium speed 
until creamy and lightened in color. 


4. Add eggs and vanilla, one at a time. Mix 
on low speed until incorporated. 


5. Gradually blend dry mixture into creamed 
mixture. Stir in nuts and chocolate chips. 


6. Create golf ball sized dough balls and 
place on a baking sheet lined with 
parchment. 


7. Bake for 9 to 11 minutes or until 
chocolate chip cookies are golden brown. 


Optional - Sprinkle with flaky salt right 
out of the oven before your cookies cool. 


*This recipe is adapted from Ghirardelli’s 
“Classic Chocolate Chip Cookies.”* 


Aries: You are “Guts” 
by Olivia Rodrigo. This 
month you will undergo 
personal growth. Jealousy 
seems tempting, but it 
causes you to live in 
the past. 


Taurus: You are 
“The Record” by Boy 
Genius. Focus on 
where you channel 
your feelings. Purge 
yourself of negative 

emotions this month. / 


Gemini: You are “Love 
Angel Music Baby” by 
Gwen Stefani. This 
month will bring high 

spirits. You will Cancer: You are “The 


verre 2 ene doubts Land is Inhospitable and 
and be able to live So Are We” by Mitski. 
freely. You are encouraged to 

break cycles this month. 
Things will look up if 
you change your mindset. 


Leo: You are “Like..?” by 
Ice Spice. Rid yourself 
of self doubt. This month 
you will transform into 
a stronger version of 
yourself. 


Virgo: You 
are “Preacher’s 
Daughter” by Ethel 
Cain. This month will bring 
you great catharsis. Embrace 

spirituality in order to 
confront the past. 


| HOROSCOPES 


Libra: You are “AR” by 
Addison Rae. New love will 
enter your life this month. 

Remember to follow your 

intuition in romantic 
endeavors. 


Scorpio: You are 
“Return Of Saturn” by 
No Doubt. Although it 
feels easy to fall into 
old patterns, this will 
leave you angry at the 
world. The past is only 
significant if you learn 
from it. 


Sagittarius: You are 
“Rush” by Troye Sivan. This 
month will be full of energy 
and opportunity. Embrace 
this as a chance for new 
experiences. 


Capricorn: You are “Watch 


Z the Throne” by Jay-Z. You 
will make great strides 
this month. Don’t allow 

distractions to 
hinder you from 


your greater 
goals. 


Aquarius: You are “Did you 
know that there’s a tunnel 
under Ocean Blvd” by Lana Del 
Rey. Everything in your past 
has happened for a reason. 
This month will be the start 
of a new era. 


oP - Taylor Olson a 


Pisces: You are “Kiss Me, 
Kiss Me, Kiss Me” by The 
Cure. It may feel difficult 
for you to express love. 
This month you must embrace 
those closest to your heart. 


A Ring 


A ring raps 
softly against 
the lacquered wood of 
the birthright podium. The 
grain cuts quick across 


The seamless panes, letting only the 
navy regalia through. The pages 
coagulate beneath the press 


Of deft fingers, pale and flash- 
bulb-quick. 


No, the breast pocket caves, no it 

had not passed, recycled optimism 
parts for an ivory streak of dauntless 
faith, yet still we must not waver, 
the cool allure of sallow cheeks re- 
cast, must not waver in this fight. 


The slick vermeil still holds against 
the menial scuffs of handiwork. 


<3 MacLean Bishop 


Enjoy This Treat! 
*Answers* 


Down: Across: 
1. Stir up your batter with 4. You can put on “6 across” 
this for extra color!! 
2. Bee vomit 6. Essential for a heat wave 
3. Confectionary product 7. Homer Simpson’s favorite 
that has a debate on how food 


you pronounce it 
8. Essential baking ingredi- 
5. Great __ Bake Of ent 


<3 Shanzah Rafiqi & Serenity Lai 


Paramore’s Self-Titled Album 


It is undeniable just how big an impact Par- 
amore’s self-titled album released in 2013 
has made on the pop-rock genre, both among 
lesser known musicians and on the gener- 

al public. Songs like “Still Into You” and 
“Ain’t It Fun” are the love songs and confi- 
dence boosters of our generation and of the 
century. It is thus 
not surprising that 
Billboard has named 
Hayley Williams as 
the 13th of the best 
rock singers of all 
time just this past 
month! 


Paramore is my favor- 
ite band, and I still 
remember my introduc- 
tion to them when I 
was watching American 
Idol with my family 
in middle school. Hearing Hayley Williams do 
a duet with one of the contestants was a mem- 
orable experience. I was able to immediately 
understand how good a singer she really is. I 
also remember being impressed by the raw vo- 
cals for “Still Into You” on Youtube. I have 
SO many core memories associated with this 
album that make it special to me. 


& Its Cultural Impact 


It’s extremely hard to choose a favorite out 
of all of the unique, creative, thought-pro- 
voking songs from the album, but “Grow Up” 
and “Last Hope” are ones that I replay con- 
stantly. These are songs that have got me 
through times of highs and lows. These are 
songs I played and replayed when I was home- 
Sick during my nearly one year stay in Da- 
kar, in Senegal, where I lived during a gap 
year between high school and college. 


The fact that the band (NR 
self-titled this album LD COMA 
in the first place in- AD VA 
dicates that the art- : | 
ists knew they were 

establishing themselves as a cohesive 

band through this album. The band followed 
through to rebrand itself with this album 
which was its fourth and followed a history 
of turmoil and questioning as to whether or 
not its members would continue to stay to- 
gether. Hayley Williams, alongside guitar- 
ist Josh Farro and drummer Zac Farro, have 
made history with the Paramore album. I will 
cherish forever having been able to hear the 
songs from the album this past summer, at a 
concert in Saint Louis, Missouri where my 


family resides. 
y <3 Alexia Nastasia 


Boston Music History: 


An important piece of Boston music histo- 

ry is a group named Salem 66, which has been 
categorized as indie rock or folk pop. In 
the early 198@s, when all-female bands were 
fairly uncommon, three women formed Salem 66: 
Judy Grunwald, Elisabeth Kaplan, and Susan 
Merriam. 


According to an article written by Chelsea Spear and published in 
The Arts Fuse in 2020, the release of Captured Tracks’ compilation 
Strum & Thrum, Pitchfork that year, as well as an increase in in- 
terest for Boston’s art scene of previous decades, would make Salem 
66 “ripe for rediscovery in the 2020s.” 


This article also outlines how Judy Grunwald and Elisabeth Kaplan, 
who had both been playing with various local bands, were setup by 
friends to collaborate, as their musical styles and even their 
lyrics shared similarities. As Grunwald recalled, while looking at 
each other’s lyrics, they realized they both used “the image of 

a broken plate to describe a broken heart” and “thought it was a 
sign.” 


Susan Merriam, the third member of the group, was chosen to join 
the group for her sense of rhythm. When she was selected to be a 
drummer, Merriam didn’t even know how to play the drums yet. How- 
ever, Grunwald and Kaplan thought that she was uniquely capable to 
understand what they were trying to convey throughv their music and 
to harmonize with them. 


The members of Salem 66 found inspiration in the Boston music 
scene. According to Kaplan, “I know everybody thinks their town at 
a particular time was really happening, but Boston really was.” The 
band’s breakthrough occurred when they were signed to Homestead 
Records, with which they produced four LPs as well as several sin- 
gles. 


“Lemon Rind” is one of the notable pieces of Salem 66. The band’s 
witty and funny lyrics and rugged yet eerie sound continue to be 
impressive today. “Church and flowers do not mix, smelled so sweet 
it made me sick,” one can hear when playing the song. 


Salem 66, which was disbanded in the late 1980s, never seems to 
have received the audience attention it deserved. As Chelsea Spear 
asked in her article for The Arts Fuse, “Could there be a Salem 66 
reissue campaign on the horizon? 

<3 Alexia Nastasia 


A Poem <3 Truman Dickerson 


Sitting in big lecture hall 
BORING BORING BORING 

But I read the reading and 
You’d be surprised what I know 


and suddenly the prof goes: 
“T have a question!” (In proper British accent) 


“Can anybody tell me, 
What this phase of the moon could be 
For one big piece of candy” 


My face brightened up 

And I thought with a smile 

I think I can answer 

I just need to ponder for a while 


So there I sat, happy in my seat 
Quiet as a mouse, thinking of my treat 


And suddenly it came 

The answer so true 

It was a waxing crescent 
Beginning anew 


So I raised my hand 

Up to the sky 

And from the podium 

He looked in my eye, saying 
“Yes, Truman.” 


“T know the answer, I’m sure its right 
It’s a waxing crescent,” 
I said with all my might 


And threw the air the candy flew 
Once I was sad, once I was blue 
But no longer, because now I had my Charleston chew 


An Interview With 


During the Summer, I had the pleasure of seeing Massa- 
chusetts native Dwayne Haggins perform twice (opening 
for Scotty McCreery and playing the Tuscan Village with 
his band). My family and I soon became obsessed with 

a song from his most recent album titled Call Me Bos- 
ton. The song “Line My Casket with Cannoli” has been 
regularly played on my music rotation since. I had the 
opportunity to interview Haggins before his August 19th 
performance at the Tuscan Village in Salem, NH. Below 
is an edited transcript of our conversation. 


Introduction: 


Q: So I’ve been doing a little, you know, research on 
your website and everything. One of the things that was 
really interesting to me was how you didn’t really get 
started playing guitar until was it like 17 or 18. Was 
there any time before then that you felt you’d go into 
music? Or was it that kind of a moment that you had? 


A: Yeah. Well, to answer your first question, you know, 
like, I had always wanted to learn how to play gui- 
tar. I always thought that was the coolest thing. Like, 
I used to always have this vision of me sitting ona 
stage on a stool like specifically a stool, just playing 
guitar and like singing, because I always like to sing. 
My mom always had music playing and I just always loved 
that. But I just never learned. It’s just like one of 
those things that you’re like, I’m gonna learn that one 
day, and then you probably never will or you, you don’t 
take the initiative. 


I used to always watch Conan O’Brien show when he had 
the talk show on TBS. He always has the musical guests 
at the end. I never really paid too much attention to 
it. Because most of the time I wasn’t a huge fan. Even 
though every once in a while I’d find somebody I’m like, 
“Oh, wow, I really liked that person...” Sturgill Simpson 


Dwayne Haggins 


was on the show. Like I said, I’d never paid too much 
attention to it, I would always just kind of be doing... 
something else while it was on in the background. Conan 
at the end would always be like, “Wow, that was great.” 
But he said it to everyone, and he always said it the 
Same way. But for some reason, at least in that moment, 
when he complimented Sturgill at the end, he seemed 
like he really genuinely liked it. Or at least it just 
felt different. So I was like, let me go back and watch 
it and see if maybe I missed something. I loved the 
performance once I went back and watched it. So, then 

I just went on a Sturgill Simpson binge on YouTube. I 
thought he just seemed like a guy that’s been around 
for a long time. And he wasn’t at that time. So I just 
got super into it. And there was one video that I saw 
of him playing an old Stanley Brothers bluegrass song 
called “Medicine Springs.” And that song, just the way 
he played that song, inspired me to go get a guitar the 
next day because I was like, I need to learn how to do 
that like that song. It’s so cool. So then I start- 

ed learning guitar from that day on. I tried to have 

a teacher at first, a family member. It wasn’t that he 
wasn’t good. He might be very good for somebody else. 
But, I just wasn’t. I don’t think I’m very good with 
teachers. And I was like, I need to just so I’1l just 
teach myself. I’11 go on YouTube and learn chords, 

and then slowly just learn the little things that you 
should be learning along the way. 


Q: Has that like self taught structure helped you in 
any other way being a musician, because you weren’t 
grounded in that teaching or training? 


A: I’m glad that it started that way. I don’t know if 
I’ve ever thought of it that way. But from there, I was 
able to not be like, Oh, well I have to make sure I do 
this. I need this. It’s like I would go to open mics 
and that’s how I started playing. I was just always 


An Interview With 


around musicians that were doing it for way longer and 
just knew way more than me, so you were just taking 
that in. Then even jumping forward to now like playing 
with the band. And I think you’re right that learn- 

ing that way and teaching myself helped me be like, Oh 
yeah, it’s like there are no there really no rules, you 
can do whatever you want. 


Q: You talked about the local people that inspired you 
and then the inspiration from the late night show. Who 
would you say are some specific examples of inspirations 
that you have musically? 


A: I’d say my favorite musician of all time is Leon 
Russell. Some friends showed me him years ago and it 
was through performance that I first saw him. Seeing the 
performance, I think that’s what’s so impactful for me. 
When I see somebody, whether it’s a local or not, there 
was something just so attractive about his performance. 
I noticed that when I was first starting, I was always 
attracted to people that seemed so insanely comfortable 
on stage. And there’s just a coolness to him. And that 
whole show, it’s a show that you can find on YouTube. 
It’s Leon Russell and New Grass Revival. It was late 

in his career, and he decided to join a bluegrass band 
because he was more known for playing rock and roll 
music... I just love that show was playing all the old 
country music that I started playing guitar on and lis- 
tening to. So just watching that performance made me be 
like, “Who is this guy? I need to know everything about 
this person...” There’s a playfulness to vocals that I 
really am attracted to with somebody. I always notice 
it in myself sometimes when I slip into it, where I 

find myself just singing. There’s a difference between 
Singing and then just really singing. [Russell] was a 
big example of that to me like just randomly screaming 
during a song because he felt like doing that. He’s a 
big inspiration of mine as a bandleader too. He always 


Dwayne HagginS cont.) 


fronted great bands and great artists, and just did a 
great job with that. He wrote great songs and had real- 
ly cool arrangements to his songs. I really dug that. 


Call Me Boston: 


Q: One of the things I was very interested about was 
the music video for [Call Me Boston] because you high- 
light both the mundaneness of Boston like driving in 
the car and a lot of the signs, but then you also kind 
of highlight the iconic, touristy things. For example, 
the CITGO Sign. What do you think are the key elements 
of Boston that draw people in? And, what do you find 
unique about the city? 


A: I think, oddly enough, the touristy things are not 
at all what is unique about Boston. To tell the truth, 
there are certain things like the Citgo sign. I al- 
ways have known about it, but I never even really knew 
where you would go to see it until we shot that vid- 
eo. We worked with Jared Sher. He’s a super talented 
videographer. We were like, “Let’s just go and drive 
into the city and see what we would normally do. Then 
also act like tourists and see what they would do.” So 
we kind of did both of those... One of the things I love 
about Boston, which involves Cambridge too, is driv- 
ing on Memorial Drive at night. Just seeing Boston over 
the Charles River, I love that. That’s one of my fa- 
vorite things about Boston, because it’s pretty quiet 
at night, especially since Cambridge is such a working 
place and everyone’s in by like 7pm. There’s really not 
that much going on there and you could just pull over 
in a spot and sit there. You can just take that in and 
enjoy that. I love that. That’s like one of my favorite 
things about Boston even though you’re not technical- 
ly in Boston while you’re doing it. The skyline of the 
city of Boston... I really love that. The size of Boston 
too I really like. It’s not unique in the way that it’s 
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not what Chicago is, or New York City. I think a lot of 
people that haven’t been here are surprised by the fact 
that you can kind of get around it in not much time at 
all. I think that’s something that’s unique about it, 
because anything that’s smaller can be a little cozi- 
er. You know, and it’s a little easier to manage. So, 

I love that. And, I think there’s a huge hustle and 
bustle thing in Boston, just like any city. But to me, 
there’s a little less than in one of the big cities, so 
I like that too. It feels a little home-y. 


Q: Does that apply to the industry specifically in 

the Massachusetts/Boston area? Is there that kind of 
home-y, cozy feeling between artists? Have you had the 
time to be able to connect with local artists? 


A: I’m going to say yes. Even though I don’t have as 
much experience in the Boston specific scene. The scene, 
if we’re going to do that thing where we’re like yeah, 
no, that’s not in Boston or it’s surrounding, then 

that scene absolutely. I started going to an open mic 
in Concord, Mass. That was the first place I ever per- 
formed called Main Street Cafe. That community there 
was so tight. COVID ended up stopping open mic, which 
is too bad, because so many people were just going 
there, because that was their one night out where they 
can play a song and not be judged by it. They’re not 
trying to make a career of it or anything-just being 
there, just playing. If you have something to work on, 
you’re doing it quietly to yourself. Like me, there 
were so many things, whether it was getting closer to 
the mic or learning how to look people in the eyes when 
you’re playing and to not look at lyrics when you’re on 
stage. But still, after performing, being able to sit 
and learn just from watching other people or talking to 
other people helped with making friends... Slater’s open 
mic was another one. It’s in Bolton, Mass where they 
still go on. Mike Kelly is who hosts that open mic. 


Dwayne HagginS cont.) 


He’s such a great host that really makes people feel 
welcome. There is a community in all those open mics 
that I started in. That’s the reason I think I was so 
willing to do this and keep coming back every week, 
because people were just so inviting. They said, and 
“Come back, Please come back the next week and the 
next week.” Yeah, it was so encouraging that I was 
like, “Man, I wonder what it’s like for some people 
that might go to an open mic and be like, I want to do 
this.” And then it could be a nightmare. If it’s not 
encouraging, that can turn people off. I was so grate- 
ful that I randomly found some because I had no one to 
direct me. I just just started by looking one up and 
was like, “Okay, this seems okay.” 


A Boston(Area)-Themed Quiz: 
Q: Where is your favorite spot to get a cannoli? 


A: I’m gonna go with the Boston area. Mike’s Pastry is 
great. But, I’m more of a fan of a smaller cannoli than 
a fatter one so I’m gonna shout out Tuscan village. I 
think they make great cannolis here. There’s a place 
called Gerardo. It’s on Route 9 in Westborough and it’s 
a European bakery. That’s the first place that I ever 
tried cannoli and I am still pretty partial to it. I 
love that they are simple, there’s nothing crazy about 
them, but I really love their cannoli. I’1l go Gerardo. 


Q: Starbucks or Dunkin? 

A: I’m not a fan of either. If I were to go with dough- 
nuts, then I used to love Dunkin Donuts. I don’t think 
I’ve ever bought anything at Starbucks before. So I’m 


gonna say Dunks, just for my hometown. 


Q: Do you follow any of the Boston sports teams? 
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A: I’m a huge football fan. 
Q: I’m assuming the Patriots then would be your team? 


A: Yeah, they are my team. I used to feel like it was 
like a job to me before. I didn’t just want a good 
game. I wanted them to win. When they would lose like 
huge games, I would not go to school the next day, be- 
cause I couldn’t face people and have people just talk 
about it. I felt that was being realistic, because I 
always thought they would win. But now I am still being 
realistic, and I don’t think they’re gonna win all the 
time. I still hope they do. I guess I’m just waiting 
for them to be good again. 


Q: How would you sum up Boston (and the local area)? 


A: I like the authenticity of Boston. I think travel- 
ing is so important... because it’s fun, but also because 
it really allows you to either really appreciate where 
you live, or, I guess, the other way. I’ve luckily been 
able to appreciate the East Coast and Boston specifi- 
cally, just from traveling so much. There’s really no 
other place I’ve been and I’m like, “Oh, I would rath- 
er live here way more than Boston or around Boston.” I 
think this is still my favorite place to live. I en- 
joy the people here. There’s just a little bit more of 
a realness, I think, to the East Coast than there are 
to many other places everywhere else. But to a lot of 
other places. In America, at least, I think you can 
compare it in that way. I just really love that part of 
it. I feel like to the point of being authentic is kin- 
da like what the weather is here. It makes you a little 
more authentic. It’s also real. Like anytime I’ve been 
to places like California, certain areas of Califor- 
nia, or maybe all of California, are desert areas. It 
doesn’t feel like home there. I think it’s because it’s 
unrealistic. I’m like, “You can’t live in a desert.” 


Dwayne HagginS cont.) 


And here, you see every bit of what the world can be, 
pretty much as far as going through all the weather. 

I think that the weather does bring people closer to 
each other rather than it always being just sunny all 
the time. You’re kind of more in tune to the people 
around you and certain things. I don’t even know if I 
could explain it better than that, but I think there’s 
something to that. 


Q: Where is your favorite spot to perform? 


A: It’s a little further from Boston, but it’s still in 
Mass. It’s Newburyport Brewing Company and we were ac- 
tually just there last night. And that’s one of our fa- 
vorite places. They’re such music people and they have 
a good time so they start dancing right away. They’re 
there and they’re all for original music. You don’t 
have to play covers, like, I know so many bands feel 
like they have to. I don’t think you ever have to, but 
sometimes you feel pressured to. I’1l give you a Boston 
one too. I’1l say go to Beehive. It’s just like an old 
school blues or jazz club, kind of underground. 


Q: On the flip side, where is your favorite spot to 
watch performances? 


A: I’?1l1 start with a bigger venue in Boston. Most per- 
formances I’ve seen have been at the Orpheum Theatre. 
I saw Sturgill Simpson there for the first time. It’s 
just a nice, small theater. It’s good. Small as in the 
2500s. So not small, very small... As far as the locals, 
that’s hard. I haven’t gone out to see tons in Boston 
on the local scene, but as far as outside of Boston, 
Slater’s.. It’s just a barbecue pizza place, but it’s 
really intimate. It’s like a dirt road kind of off the 
main street in Bolton, Mass, which is already a small 
town. 
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You can find- 
Dwayne Haggins 
on Instagram @ 

hagginsmusic 
and on Youtube 

as @dhagginsjr. 
For the entire 
month of Octo- 
ber, he will 

be performing 
at 7pm every 

Wednesday at 
Brewer’s Tap & Table in Waltham, MA. 

For Boston readers, Dwayne Haggins 

will be performing at the Boston Com- 
mon “Uncommon Stage” with his band on 
October 10th at 5pm and solo on Octo- 
ber 28th at 1pm. Stream Call Me Bos- 
ton on Spotify and other streaming 
platforms! 
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